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SUNUS

foreword

Bugtin diinya tizerindeki en biiyiik soykirimlardan biri, hi¢
stiiphesiz Myanmar’daki Arakanli Miislimanlarin maruz
kaldig soykirim hareketidir. Bu biiytik vahset, son dénemde
yogun katliamlar ile giindeme gelmisse de, 20. yiizyilin
ikinci yarisindan bu yana devam etmektedir. Diinyanin
sirtin1 dondiigii, uluslararast hukukun ve diinyada barisin
teminati oldugu iddiasindaki kurumlarin gérmezden geldigi
Arakan’da sistematik bir soykirim sézkonusudur.

Uluslararas: Hak Thlalleri Izleme Merkezi (UHIM) olarak,
tarihin en biiyiik soykirimlarindan birine maruz kalan
Myanmar’daki Arakanhlarin i¢inde bulundugu durumu
yerinde tespit etmek, yasadiklarini kayit altina almak ve
uluslararas: hukuk nezdinde gerekli girigimlerde bulunmak
lizere, yoneticilerimizden Ayhan Kiiciik ve Veysel Bagar’in
yanisira arastirmaci-gazeteciler Abdullah Kiictikaytekin ve
Aslan Baler'dan olusan heyetimizle bolgeye gittik. FElinizdeki

One of the biggest genocides over the world today is,
undoubtedly, the genocidal acts that Arakani Muslims
in Myanmar are being exposed to. This fierce atrocity
has been continuing since the second part of the twentieth
century although it has recently been on the agenda
because of the comprehensive massacres. There is a
massacre systematically committed in Arakan, which
the world turns its back to and the institutions claiming
to be the guarantor of international law and the world
peace totally ignore.

As the International Center for Watching Violation of
Human Rights (UHIM), we went to the region with
a committee consisting of our directors Ayhan Kiictik
and Veysel Basar, investigative journalists Abdullah
Kiigiikaytekin and Aslan Balci in order to observe the
situation the Arakanis are in, to record what they have

been experiencing and to take necessary actions in the

eye of the international law. This report at your hand
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bu rapor, 9-16 Agustos 2012 tarihleri arasinda Arakan
miilteci kamplari, Banglades ve Tayland’da incelemelerde
bulunan heyetimizin gézlemleri, gériigme notlar ve tesbitleri
dogrultusunda hazirlanmigtir.

Oncelikle belirtmek gerekir ki; Arakan’da uluslararas:
medyada yansitildigi sekilde bir savag ve miicadeleden degil,
soykirima tabi tutulan ve bunun farkli agamalarini devamli
suretle yagayan bir halktan bahsedilmelidir. Zira Arakanli
Rohingyalar, maruz kaldiklar: acimasiz politikalara ve
katliamlara karsi kendilerini savunma imkanina sahip
olmadiklar gibi, ulusal ve uluslararas: hukuk tarafindan
da yok sayilmakta ve savunmasiz birakilmaktadir. Uzun
yillardan beri devlet eliyle gergeklestirilen ve son dénemlerde
ozellikle Budist milislerin de etkin olarak yer aldig1 saldir1
ve katliamlarda, uluslararasi hukukta ‘soykirim’ olarak
tanimlanan her tiirlii fiil islenmektedir. Oyle ki BM dahi
Arakan halkini “Diinyada en fazla zulme ugrayan insanlar”
olarak tanimlamaktadir.

Bugiin Arakan’da gergek bir dram yagsanmaktadir. Kendi
topraklarinda maruz kaldiklar sistematik soykirim kargisinda
hayatta kalmak i¢in goce zorlanan Arakanhlar, sigindiklar:
sinir tilkesi Banglades tarafindan da kabul edilmemektedir.
Myanmar yénetimi tarafindan Bangladesli, Banglades
yonetimi tarafindan Myanmarli olarak goriilen Arakanhlar,
her gecen giin daha da kétiilegen sartlar altinda, kelimenin
tam anlamiyla hayatta kalma micadelesi vermektedir.

Egitim imkanlar kisitlanan, ticaret yapmalar1 engellenen,
evlilik, cocuk sahibi olma, seyahat etme gibi en temel haklar
agir sartlara baglanan, vatandag olarak kabul edilmeyen,
Mpyanmar yonetimine bagli giicler ve Budist milislerce
sistematik olarak katledilen ve tecaviize ugrayan, miilteci
kamplarinda son derece ilkel sartlarda yagamaya mecbur
birakilan, fuhusg ceteleri ve organ mafyalari tarafindan
kagirilan, kiiltiirel degerleri yok edilen, iskan politikalariyla
topraklari ellerinden alinan Arakan halki, bugiin diinyanin
en sorunlu ve belki de en yalniz bélgesi olmaya devam
ediyor.

UHIM olarak hazirladigimiz bu raporun, Arakan
sorununun ulusal ve uluslararasi kamuoyunda kapsamli bir
yaklagimla ele alinmasina, yaganan soykirimin bir an énce
son bulmasina, sorumlularin uluslararas1 hukuk mercileri
tarafindan yargilanmasina ve Arakan icin gerekli ¢6ziim
onerilerinin acilen hayata gecirilmesine katk: saglamasini
imid ediyoruz.

SOMURGEDEN SOYKIRIMA ARAKAN

was prepared in line with the observations, interview
accounts and assessments of our committee that made
examinations in Arakan refugee camps, Bangladesh
and Thailand on the date of 9-16 August 2012.

To state firstly, there is not a war and struggle in Arakan
like which is reflected by international media but a
people that is subjected to genocide and continuously
experience it at different levels. Arakani Rohingyas are
deprived of the means to defend themselves against
merciless policies and massacres; they are also being
disregarded by the national and international law and
left undefended. In the attacks and massacres executed
by the state itself and actively participated recently by
the Buddhist militias, all kinds of acts defined as
“genocide” by the international law are being committed.
This is a reality that even the United Nations is to define
Arakani people as “the most persecuted people over the

world”.

Today, there exists a real tragedy in Arakan. Arakanis,
who are forced to immigrate so as to survive the
systematic genocidal acts realized upon them in their
own lands, are not received by neighboring state
Bangladesh that they took refugee. Arakanis -who are
considered as Bangladeshi by Myanmar administration
and, contrary to this, as Myanmarese by Bangladesh
administration- struggle to survive in the strictest sense
of the word under the conditions getting worse day by
day.

Arakani people continue to be the most troubled and
perhaps the loneliest people who have restricted
educational rights, that are restrained from making
trade, whose basic rights such as rights to get married
and have children and to travel are stipulated to severe
conditions, who are not considered as citizens, who are
systematically massacred and raped by the forces of
Myanmar administration and Buddhist militias, who
are forced to live under terribly primitive conditions in
the refugee camps, who are kidnapped by the prostitution
gangs and organ mafias, whose cultural values are
destroyed and whose lands are taken out of their hands

through settlement policies.

We hope this report prepared by UHIM contributes
to that the Arakan problem be handled with a
comprehensive perspective both in national and
international public, the genocide be immediately ended,
the responsible actors be put on trial by international
law authorities and the necessary solution offers be

emergently put in practice.



genel bilgiler

general information

Myanmar ve Arakan Hakkinda Genel Bilgiler

Ingilizler tarafindan Burma, Fransizlarca Birmanya olarak
isimlendirilen, 1974’te Birmanya Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti,
1988’de Birmanya Birligi ve nihayet 1989’da Birlegik
Myanmar Cumhuriyeti olarak anilan tlke; Giineydogu
Asya’da Andaman Denizi ve Bengal Korfezi kiyisinda yer
almaktadir. 676 bin km? lik yliz6lgtimiine sahip Myanmar’in
nifusu tam olarak bilinmemekle birlikte 60 milyon olarak
tahmin edilmektedir. Komsulari, Banglades, Cin, Hindistan,
Laos ve Tayland’dir.

Myanmar’in giineybatisinda, Bengal Korfezi kiy1 seridince
uzanan ve Rohingyali Miisliimanlarin yasadigi Arakan ise
Myanmar yonetimi tarafindan ‘Rakhine State’ olarak
isimlendirilmektedir. 36.780 km®lik Arakan Eyaleti’'nde
yagayan Rohingya Miisliimanlarinin sayilari da bugiin tam

General Information ahout Myanmar and Arakan

The country, Burma, as it was called by the English
and Birmanie by the French was named as Socialist
Republic of Birmania in 1974, as Union of Burma
in 1988 and finally as Republic of the Union of
Myanmar in 1989. It is located near the Andaman
Sea and the Bay of Bengal in the southeastern Asia.
Estimated population of Myanmar is 60 million and
it spreads over an area of 676 000 km?. Neighbouring
countries are Bangladesh, China, India, L.aos and
Thailand.

Arakan, where Rohingya Muslims live in, is called
as “Rakhine State” by the Myanmar administration
and located along with the Bay of Bengal. Currently,
the number of Rohingya Muslims living in the

province of Arakan with 36 780 km? is not to be

known correctly. However, it is estimated that there

FROM COLONY TO GENOCIDE ARAKAN

7



I S

olarak bilinmemektedir. Bununla birlikte Arakan bolgesinde
1,5 milyon, zorunlu gécler sebebiyle yasadiklar topraklardan
ayrilan ve Banglades’teki kamplarda hayatta kalmaya ¢aligan
toplam 1,5 milyon ve yine hayatta kalabilmek i¢in diinyanin
cesitli bolgelerine dagilarak, Pakistan, Tayland, Malezya,
Suudi Arabistan ve diger Avrupa iilkelerine gog eden 1.5
milyon olmak tizere diinya tizerinde toplam 4,5 milyon
Arakanli oldugu tahmin edilmektedir. Ote yandan, Arakan
Eyaleti’nin giineyinde tarihsel olarak varliklarini stirdiiren
Maghlarin, yani Rakhine’lerin (Rakhaings) yasadig:
bilinmektedir. Ayrica i¢ goclerle yogun bir Budist ntifusun
olugmasina da zemin hazirlanmgtir.

Ulkede Arakanlilarin diginda degisik milletlerden olugan
Miislimanlar da vardir. Resmi rakamlara gore iilke
niifusunun % 4-5’1 Muslimandir ki bu da yaklagik 3-4
milyona tekabiil etmektedir. Onlar da tipki Arakanlilar gibi
zorunlu goce tabi tutulmus ve tilkenin degisik bolgelerine
dagilmuglardir. Cin’deki baski rejiminden kacan ve Panthay
olarak bilinen Cinli Miisliimanlar, 6zellikle de Yunnan’dan
gelenler, Myanmar’in kuzeyinde Shan eyaletine
yerlesmislerdir.

Degerli madenlere, jeopolitik ve jeostratejik bir konuma
sahip olan iilkede, dzellikle sorunlu bélge olan Arakan eyaleti,
zumriit, yakut, petrol, piring ve kereste bakimindan
zengindir. Ulkenin baglica dogal kaynaklar ise petrol,
kereste, kalay, antimon, ¢inko, bakir, tungsten, kursun,
komiir, mermer, kiregtagi, degerli taglar, dogalgaz ve hidro-
enerjidir.

Uluslararas: ticaretin igleyisi bakimindan ¢ok biiytik stratejik
oneme sahip olan Myanmar, 6zellikle petrol tasimaciligi
noktasinda korfezden gelen hatlarin dagitimi agisindan

merkezi bir noktadir ve bu yoniiyle Cin igin hayati 6neme
haizdir.

Arakan’mn Siyasi Tarihi

Arakan’in, milat 6ncesi dénemlere dek uzanan bir tarihi

vardir. Bu bolgede Dhanyavadi ve Vesali kralliklarinin

kuruldugu bilinmektedir. Bolge 8. yiizyilda Islam’la

tanigmigtir. Misliiman tiiccarlar araciligiyla baglayan bu

iligki, 15. yiizyilda Arakan Islam Kralhg’'nin kurulmasina

giden yolu a¢gmug ve bu tarihten sonra Arakan topraklar
SOMURGEDEN SOYKIRIMA ARAKAN

is 1.5 million people forced to leave their lands;
another 1.5 million struggle

to survive in the camps in Bangladesh; 1.5 million
more spread over the world in order to survive and
migrated to Pakistan, Thailand, Malaysia, Saudi
Arabia and some European countries; all in all, the
estimated population of Arakani people over the
world amounts to 4.5 million. On the other hand, it
is known that Maghs, i.e. Rakhaings, continue to
live in the south of Arakan province. Internal
migration paved the way for a dense Buddhist
population to emerge.

There are Muslim populations in the country which
is composed of different nations. According to official
records, 4-5% of the population is Muslim and that
means 3-4 million approximately. They are also forced
to leave like Arakanis and spread over different parts
of the country. Chinese Muslims who is known as
Pantay and fled from the oppressive regime in China
-especially those coming from Yunnan- settled in
Shan province in the northern Myanmar.
The country has rich resources of precious metals
and geopolitical and geostrategic importance; Arakan
province is also highly rich in terms of emerald, ruby,
oil, rice and lumber resources. Main natural resources
of the country are oil, lumber, stannum, antimony,
zinc, copper, tungsten, lead, coal, marble, limestone,
precious stones, natural gas and hydro-energy.
Myanmar having a strategical importance in regard
to international trade mechanism is a central point
particularly for oil transportation due to the
distribution of the lines arriving from the bay and

has a vital importance for China.

Political History of Arakan

Arakan has a long history dating back to times before
Christ. It is known that there were two kingdoms in
this region called as Dhanyavadi and Vesali. The
region was introduced to Islam in the eighth century.
Relations started by the means of Muslim tradesmen
paved the way for Arakan Republic of Islam to be
established in the fifteenth century and from then on
Arakani lands was Islamised. Departing from this
historical information, toponyms in the region and

the other etymological evidences, it can be said that



Islamlagmigtir. Bu tarihi bilgilerden, bolgedeki yer
isimlerinden ve diger etimolojik olgulardan hareketle,
bolgenin Budistlerden ¢ok daha énce Miisliimanlarin
hakimiyeti altinda kaldig: séylenebilir.

8. yiizyilda Yemenli Miisliiman tiiccarlar gemilerle Arakan
diyarina gelmistir. Gemilerinden biri Arakan adalarindan
birinde kayalara ¢arparak parcalaninca, murettebattan sag
kurtulanlar kiyiya ¢cikmig ve kurtulugun verdigi sevingle de
hayat bulduklari bu aday1 ‘Ardu’rrahmeh/ Rahmet Diyarr’
olarak isimlendirmisler, ardindan burada yasamaya devam
etmig ve bolgenin yerel halki arasina katilmiglardir.

Islam dini toplumda yaygin olarak kabul gérmeye baslayinca,
donemin krali olan Narameikla da Islam’ secerek
Miisliman olmus, béylece ilk kez 15. ytzyilda bolgede
Arakan Islam Kralhg: kurulmustur. Halkin ¢ogunlugunun
Misliiman oldugu Arakan’da, ayni halka mensub olan
Budistler de vardir. Bu sebeple o tarihten itibaren Arakan’in
iki yerli halkindan Miisliiman olanlara ‘Rohingyalar’, Budist
olanlara ise ‘Rakhineler’ (Maghlar) denilmigtir.

Arakan Islam Devleti 1784 yilina kadar yagams, bu tarihte
baglayan Ingiliz isgalinde Arakan halki Miisliiman: ve
Budistiyle biiytik zuliimlere maruz kalmigtir. Bu zuliim
kargisinda o zamanki komsu olan Hindistan’in degisik
sehirlerine, daha ¢ok sinir komsusu olan Bengal eyaletine
zorunlu gocler gerceklesmistir. Hindistan’in Ingiltere
tarafindan 1826 yilinda iggal edilmesinden sonra Burma da
Ingiliz somiirge giiclerinin kontrolii altina girmis ve
Ingiltere’nin diinya tizerindeki pek cok sémiirge bélgesinden
biri haline gelmistir.

Sémiirgeci gliglerin uyguladigi ve yonlendirdigi politikalarla
yiizyillardir birarada huzur igerisinde yagayan halkin arasina

the region came under the rule of Muslims long

before the Buddhists.

In the eighth century, Yemeni Muslim tradesmen
sailed to Arakan lands. Unfortunately, one of their
ships crashed into the reef and those who survived
the accident came ashore. In a great happiness to
survive this tragical accident, they named the island
-through which they remained alive- as Ardurrahmah,
i.e. Land of Mercy. They continued to live there and

intermingled with indigenous people of the region.

When religion of Islam began to be widely accepted
in society, the then king Narameikla converted to
Islam and thereby Arakan Kingdom of Islam was
established in the region for the first time. There
were Buddhists belonging into the same community
where the majority was Muslim. For that reason,
Muslims in the society were called as Rohingyas
whereas the Buddhists were called as Rakhines

(Maghs) from then on.

Islamic State of Arakan existed until the year of 1784
and from then on Arakani people, both Muslims
and Buddhists came under severe oppression by the
British occupation. As a result of this cruelty, there
experienced forced migrations to the then neighbour
India and mostly to the neighboring Bengal province.
After the British occupation of India in 1826, Burma
also came under the control of the British colonial
forces and became one of the numerous British
colonies over the world.

The policies practiced and manipulated by the colonial
powers poisoned the people that coexisted peacefully
for centuries and Buddhists were provoked against

Muslim community. Thakin Party that realized

terrorist attacks especially during 1930s was supported
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nifak tohumlar ekilmis, Budistler Miisliiman halka kars
kiskirtilmigtir. Ozellikle 1930’1u yillarda teror eylemleri
yapan Thakin Partisi Ingilizler tarafindan desteklenmis,
Burma’nin 1937 yilinda Ingiliz sémiirgesinde kalmak
kaydiylaHindistan’dan ayrilmasindan sonra da tilke yonetimi,
Thakin Partisi’ne verilmigtir. Budistlerle Miisliimanlar esit
niifusa sahip olmalarina ragmen Miisliimanlar azinlik olarak
tanimlanmus ve iilke yonetiminde soz sahibi olamamuiglardir.
Ingilizler devamli olarak Miisliimanlarin Budistler i¢in
biiyiik bir tehlike oldugu propagandasini yapmus, Budistlere
silah destegi de vererek onlari Miisliiman halka kars:
kigkirtmigtir.

28 Mart 1942’de Budist Rakhine teroristler Minbya sehrinin
Canbili koyiinde yagayan Mislimanlara saldirmis, kéyde
bulunan kadin-erkek, genc-yagh tiim insanlar, sahip olduklar:
hayvanlar ile birlikte vahsice katledilmigtir. Musliimanlar:
oldiren kisilere Miisliimanlarin mallari ve yerlerinin hibe
edileceginin Ingiliz destekli radyodan ilan edilmesiyle kisa
siirede tiim Arakan’da Miislimanlara yonelik katliamlar
gerceklegtirilmistir. Aylarca devam eden bu katliamlarda
oldirilen Miuslimanlarin sayisinin 150 binin tizerinde
oldugu ifade edilmektedir. 1942’de gerceklestirilen katliamlar
ve buna bagli géglerle birlikte Musliimanlarin sayisal varlig
daha da azalmug ve Miisliiman niifus Arakan’da gergekten
azinlik durumuna diigmiigtiir. Bolgede bulunan Hindistan
asilli Mislimanlar bolgeden uzaklagtirilmaya baglanmig,
yerli Rohingya Misliimanlar1 da ‘Hintli Miisliiman’
olduklar: iddiasiyla bolgeden gog etmeye zorlanmigtir. Bu
yalan tez gliniimiize kadar islenmis ve sistematik soykirimin
temel tezini olusturmugtur.

1948 yilinda Ingiltere sémiirgesi fiilen bitmig, yapilan
antlasmalarla Arakan bolgesi Burma’ya birakilmigtir. Uzun
yillardir Ingilizlerle isbirligi ierisinde olan Budist Burmalilar,
yardimlarinin kargiligini boylece almistir. Benzer gekilde
yine Muslimanlarin yasadigi Patani bolgesi de bir bagka
Budist yonetimin bulundugu Tayland’a birakilmigtir. O
tarihten bu yana gerek Arakan, gerek Patani’deki sistematik
devlet ter6rii Budist yonetimler tarafindan stirdtiriilmektedir.

Yeni devletin anayasa hazirliklari ¢ercevesinde giindeme
gelen 1947 Panglong Konferansi’nda kabul edilen etnik
azinliklara otonom hakkini da iceren anayasa taslag: kabul
edilmistir. Miislimanlar, Panglong’da yer almamakla

BN 10 SOMURGEDEN SOYKIRIMA ARAKAN

by the British. State administration was handed over
to Thakin Party after its breakup with India in 1937
on the condition that it remained under the British
colonial rule. Muslims were defined as minorities
although they had equal size of population with
Buddhists and they could not have a voice in
governing the country. The British sustained a
continuous campaign imposing an idea that Muslims
posed a threat for Buddhists and provoked Buddhists
against Muslim community by giving them weapons.
On 28 March 1942, Buddhist Rakhine terrorists
attacked Muslims living in the village of Canbili of
Minbya city and brutally killed livestocks and all
people, man and woman, young and old alike. With
the announcement in the British supported radio
channel that anybody killing Muslims would be
awarded with the properties and estates of the killed,
there experienced massacres over Muslims all along
Arakan within a short while. During these massacres
lasting for months, the number of Muslims killed is
estimated to be over 150 000. The quantitative
existence of Muslims dramatically decreased due to
1942 massacres and the migrations happened in the
wake of them, therefore Muslim population turned
to be a minority in Arakan. Ethnically Indian
Muslims living in the region began to be removed
and indigenous Rohingya Muslims were forced to
leave the region on charges that they are Indian
Muslims. This false argument has been continued
to be implemented and come to be the main basis for
systematic genocide.

The British colonial rule ended de facto in 1948 and
Arakan region was left to Burma in accordance with
the agreements done. Buddhist Burmese who were
in collaboration with the British for long years became
awarded in return for their help. Similarly, Patani
region in which Muslims live was left to Thailand
that has a Buddhist government as well. From then
on, systematic state terrorism both in Arakan and
Patani has been carried on by Buddhist governments.
Within the framework of constitutional arrangements
of the new state, the constitution draft that entitled
ethnic minorities the right to autonomy —accepted in
1947 Panglong Conference- was accepted. Muslims
did not take part in Panglong. The issue of autonomy
right of ethnic communities which was resolved in

aforementioned conference was put on the shelf after



beraber, sdzkonusu konferansta karar verilen ‘etnik
unsurlarin otonom haklari’ meselesi, Aung San’in
bagimsizliktan kisa bir siire dnce Burma ultra-
milliyetgilerince katledilmesiyle rafa kaldinlmigtir. Béylece,
1948 yilinda gelen bagimsizligin temelleri, demokrasi, esitlik
ve otonomi hakkina dayanan Panglong Konferans’ndaki
kararlar muvacehesinde yazilan anayasaya degil, ultra-
milliyetgilerin kaleme aldigi alternatif anayasaya
dayanmaktadir. Bu anayasa, etnik unsurlarin varligin
tammadig gibj, tilkede etnik cogunlugun baski ve zulmiiniin
ortaya ¢ctkmasina da neden olmustur. Arakan Eyaleti,
Misliimanlarin varligina ragmen bu konferansa davet
edilmemis, onlarin yerine Arakan’daki Budist Maghlarin
siyasi temsiliyetine devredilmigtir.

Burma bagimsiz olduktan sonra Arakanli Miisliimanlar
devamli olarak Burmali Budistlerin bask: ve katliamina
maruz kaldi. Iskence ve zulme kargi daha fazla dayanamayan
Miisliman halk silahlanmak zorunda kaldi. Her iki taraftan
da biiyiik kayiplar verildigini géren Burma devleti seytani
bir plan yapti. Burma devlet bagkan1 Miislimanlarin giiclii
oldugu Butidaung ve Maungdav sehirlerini ziyaret ederek
Miisliimanlara ‘esit vatandaghik’ vaadi karsiliginda
Miisliimanlarin silahlarini birakmasini istedi. Miislimanlar
da bu yalan vaatlere kanarak silahlarin birakip teslim olunca
hepsi idam edildi. Mukavemet edecek kimse kalmayinca
Budist Burma devleti sistematik sekilde katliam ve siddetlere
devam etti.

1962 yilinda Ne Win bagkanligindaki askerler yonetime el
koydular ama Arakan’da yasayan Misliimanlar a¢isindan
degisen bir sey olmadi. Hatta zuliim politikalar1 daha da
artti. Mislimanlarin tim mallarina ve mulklerine el

the killing of Aung San by ultra-nationalist Burmese

just before the independence. For these reasons, the

fundamentals of the independence coming in 1948
are not based on the constitution written in line with
the resolutions of Panglong Conference, that have a
basis on the rights to democracy, equality and
autonomy, but an alternative constitution written by
ultra-nationalists. This constitution was not to
recognize the existence of ethnic minorities and so
caused oppression and atrocity by the ethnic majority
to emerge. Arakan province was not invited to this
conference despite the existence of Muslims and it
was handed over to political representation of Buddhist
Maghs in Arakan instead.

After the independence of Burma, Arakani Muslims
were exposed to continuous oppression and atrocity
of Burmese Buddhists. Muslim community that
could not endure torture and brutality anymore was
obliged to get armed. Burmese state noticed that
both sides suffered heavy losses and made an evil
plan. Burmese president visited the cities Butidaung
and Maungdav in which Muslims were strong and
asked them to lay down arms in return for the promise
of “equal citizenship”. Nevertheless, all of the
Muslims were executed right after they laid down
arms by being cheated with this false promise. When
there remained nobody to resist, Buddisht Burmese
state sustained its brutal and atrocious activities
systematically.

In the year of 1962, soldiers headed by Ne Win took
over the administration but nothing changed in terms
of Muslims living in Arakan. Moreover, atrocious
policies became intensified. All properties and estates

of Muslims were confiscated. Later on their identity

was ignored. Those people who had no identity and
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konuldu. Daha sonra da kimlikleri yok sayildi. Kimligi ve
mali olmayan bu kigiler vatandag olarak kabul edilmemeye
baglandi. Vatandaglik haklar ellerinden alinan Arakanlh
Miisliimanlar ‘Bangladeg’ten gelmis kacak balikci koyliiler?’
olarak lanse edilmeye baglandi. Devlet dairelerinde caligan
tim Arakanli Muslimanlar gérevlerinden uzaklagtirildi.
Bolgeye getirilen Budistler yerlestirilip demografik yap:
degistirilmeye basland.

Arakan eyaletinde yagsayan Misliiman halkin evlerine
diizenli olarak baskinlar diizenlenmeye baslandi. Halk
canini kurtarmak igin daglara dogru kacip bu bolgelerde
yasamaya bagladi. Budist Rakhineler ne kadar Rohingya
Miisliiman: 6ldiiriirse 6ldiirsiin higbir sekilde suclanmiyor
ve ceza almiyorlardi. Devlet himayesindeki milis giigler
toprak elde etmek i¢in devamli olarak Miisliiman katletmeye
bagladilar. Buda’nin dgretisine gore insan 6ldiirmek yasak
olmasina ragmen, Budist din adamlar1 ‘Miisliimanlar:
oldiirmenin dinen yasak olmadigint’ agikladilar. Askeri
cuntanin baskisi ile s6zde Budist din adamlar
Miisliimanlarin kizlarini kagirmalari ve eglerine tecaviiz
etmeleri konusunda azmettirici beyanlar verdiler.

Askeri cunta degisik adlarla onlarca plan yaparak Arakanl
Miisliimanlar bu topraklardan atmak ve bolgeyi tamamen
Budistlerin kontroliinde tutmak i¢in baskinlar yaptilar.
Yiizbinlerce insan 6ldiirtildii, milyonlarcasi ise bagka tilkelere
goc etmek zorunda kaldi. Gégler en ¢ok komsu tilke
Bangladeg’e oldu. Aralarinda resmi bir sinir olmamasinin
avantaji ile botlarla ve sallarla Naf Nehri yolu ile Bangladeg’e
rahatlikla gegilebiliyordu. Naf Nehri'nin Myanmar
tarafindaki Maumgdaw ve nehirden 12 kilometre igerideki
Bulhidaumg sehirleri sistematik bir gekilde Rohingya
Miislimanlarinin katledildigi yerlerdir.

Siddet olaylar1 1990’11 yillarda yine tirmanisa gegti.
Yiizbinlerce Arakanli yine saldirtya ugrads, evleri yakilds,
kadinlar, kizlar1 ve kiigiik ¢ocuklart kacirilmaya baglandi.
Gareyi yine Bangladeg’e g¢ etmekte bulan Miusliimanlar
yine ilkel sal ve botlarla Banglades’e miilteci olarak gelmek
zorunda kaldilar. Bosalan yerlere disardan getirilmis olan
Budistler yerlestirilmeye baglandi. Bolgeye yerlesen
Budistlere para yardiminin yanisira, bir¢ok imtiyazlar da
verildi.

Bu siirecte Miisliimanlara ait mezarliklar ve tarihi eserler
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properties were begun not to be accepted as citizens.
Arakani Muslims whose right of citizenship was
taken away from them were deemed as “illegal fishing
villagers coming from Bangladesh”. All Arakani
Muslims working at public institutions were removed
from their posts. Buddhists from Bangladesh were
brought to the region and demographic structure
began to be changed. The houses of Muslim
community living in Arakan province were begun to
be raided. People fled to the mountains in order to
survive and began to live there. Howsoever numerous
Rohingya Muslims were killed by Buddhist Rakhines,
they were never accused and punished. Militia forces
under the state patronage began to massacre Muslims
continuously so as to obtain territory. Although it is
forbidden to kill somebody according to Buddha’s
teachings, Buddhist clergymen declared that killing
Muslims was not forbidden religiously. Under the
junta’s oppression, so called Buddhist clergymen
made statements encouraging people to kidnap
Muslims’ daughters and rape their women.
The military junta carried on tens of plans under
different names and organized operations in order
to remove Arakani Muslims from these lands and
to keep the region under Buddhists’ total control.
Hundreds of thousands people were killed, millions
of people were forced to migrate to other countries.
Most of the migrations were to the neighboring
country Bangladesh. Since there was no official border
between the two countries, people easily crossed the
River Naf by boats and rafts and reached Bangladesh.
Maumgdaw city in the Myanmar side of the River
Naf and Bulhidaumg city, 12 kilometers away from
the river, are the places in which Rohingya Muslims
were killed systematically.

Acts of violence climbed up again in the 1990s.
Hundreds of thousands Arakanis were attacked
again, their houses burnt, their women, daughters
and kids kidnapped. Muslims who saw the migration
to Bangladesh as a solution again had to go to
Bangladesh as refugees by boats and rafts. Buddhists
from without were begun to be brought to and settled
in the depopulated places. Buddhists settled in the
region were given financial support and besides that
they were granted some privileges.

During this period, Muslim cemeteries and historical



tamamen yok edildi. Milliyet¢i ve sovenist Myanmarhlar
tarafindan, bu bolgenin Miislimanlara ait oldugunu
kanitlayacak tiim belge ve deliller ortadan kaldirildi. Yeni
yapilan Budist tapinaklarinin yapihs tarihi, yapihigindan gok
daha 6nceki tarihler olarak gosterildi. Yer isimleri de kiiltiir
emperyalizminden nasibini ald1. Islam déneminden kalma
tim sehir ve koy isimlerinin adlart degistirildi. Arakan’in
simdiki bagkenti olan Sitve sehrinin asil adi ‘Akyab’ idi.
Daha bunun gibi ytzlerce yerin ismi degistirilmistir.
Cuntanin igbasina gelmesinden 2000’]i yillarin basina kadar,
yani 1962—2000 yillar1 arasinda 35 bin Arakan Miisliiman:
oldurildi. Yizlerce kadimna tecaviiz edildi ve Miislimanlarin
tiim mal varliklarina el konuldu. Devletin iletigsim araglar,
Islam dini hakkinda yalan ve iftiralar yaymak icin kullanilds.
Her yil sistematik bir sekilde Arakan Miusliimanlari bask:
sonucu evlerini birakarak komsu iilkelere miilteci olarak
veya kagak yollarla giris yapmaya devam etmektedir.

Ulke, 2007 yihinda bir ‘renkli devrim’ girisimine sahne
olmustur. Safran Devrimi ad1 verilen ve Budist rahiplerin
biiytik bir rol oynadigi bu girisim basarisiz olmasina karsin,
tilkede 2008 yilinda ilan edilen yeni anayasanin ardindan
2010 yihinda gergeklestirilen segimler sonucunda cumhuriyet
rejimine gegis yapilmis, ancak Myanmar Ordusu’nun
destegine sahip olan Birlik Dayanigma ve Kalkinma
Partisi’nin se¢imleri % 80’lik oy oraniyla kazandig ilan
edilmistir. Bu sonug, secimlerde genis capl usulstizliiklerin
yasandigini iddia eden diger siyasal hareketlerin itirazlarina
kargin degismemistir.

Cuntanin istegi diginda hareket eden veya diigtinen her kim
varsa suclu ve diigman goren bu zihniyet, Miislimanlara

ve ozellikle de Arakan bolgesindeki Miisliimanlara bask:

monuments were totaly destroyed. All kinds of
documents and evidences proving that this region
belongs to Muslims were annihilated by the nationalist
and chauvinist Myanmarese. Construction dates of
the and all properties of Muslims were confiscated.
Mass media of the state was utilized in order to
spread misinformation and aspersions on the religion
of Islam. Every year, Arakani Muslims continue to
flee to neighbouring countries as refugees or illegal
aliens due to the systematic oppression.
The country witnessed an attempt for a “colorful
revolution” in 2007. This attempt, which was called
as “Saffron Revolution” and Buddhists clergymen
played a major role in, failed. Despite all, after 2010
elections held following the declaration of the new
constitution in 2008, the transition to republican
regime was realized; with the 80% of the votes, the
winner of the elections was declared to be Union
Solidarity and Development Party having the support
of Myanmar Army. The result did not change despite
of objections made by other political movements
asserting that there was a large scale infraction of
rules in the elections.

This mentality considers anybody guilty and enemy
who acts and thinks in opposition to the junta and
executes oppression and genocidal actions over
Muslims and particularly Muslims in the region of
Arakan. The oppressive acts, killings and deportations
executed over Muslims at different times have

intensified incredibly since June 2012.

Reasons of the 2012 Happenings

The country came under the rule of the military junta

periodically following its indepence in 1948 and

FROM COLONY TO GENOCIDE ARAKAN 13 I



ve soykirim uygulamaktadir. Degigik araliklarla
Misliimanlara uyguladigi baskin, siirgiin ve 6ldiirme
olaylar1 Haziran 2012’den sonra biiytik bir ivme kazanmugtir.

2012’de Gercekiesen Olaylarin Gikis Sehepleri

Ulke bagimsizligini ilan ettigi 1948 yilindan sonra araliklarla,
1962 yilindan itibaren de tamamen askeri cuntanin
yonetiminde kalmig, ancak 2011’de parlamento se¢imlerine
gidilebilmis ve askerl cunta etkinligini biyitikélciide
kaybetmistir. Bu secimle birlikte parlamentoya sivil
siyasetciler de girmisgtir.

Bu segimlerde Arakan Musliimanlar: da parlamentoya 46
temsilci gondermeye hak kazanmig, ancak cunta buna
miisaade etmemis ve yalnizca 3 temsilciyi kabul etmistir.
Gasp edilen 43 parlamento sandalyesi de Budist temsilcilere
verilmistir.

Bu secimlerde Rohingya halkina kimlik verilecegi
agtklanmugtir. 16 Ekim 2011’de, Myanmar’da kurulan yeni
hiikiimet, kayith Rohingya miiltecilerini geri almaya karar
vermistir. Bu biiyiik ve tarihi bir gelismedir. 2014 yilinda
Myanmar’da yapilmasi planlanan yeni se¢imler 6ncesinde
secmen kiitiiklerinin belirlenecek olmas1 Miisliimanlara
yonelik son saldirilarin altinda yatan sebeplerin basinda
gelmektedir. Se¢imlerden énce Arakan’daki Rohingya
niifusu azaltilarak secimlerde Budistlerin etkin olmasi
hedeflenmektedir. Son iki yildir Arakan eyaletinde bulunan
dogalgazin ekonomik degerinin milyarlarca Dolar olmasi
ve Arakan’in sahip oldugu diger dogal kaynaklar, olaylarin
baglamasinda diger énemli bir etkendir.

Mayis 2012 sonlarinda Ramri kentinde Budist bir rahibeye
3 Rohingyanin tecaviiz ettigi ve 6ldiirdiigi yalan haberi
yayilmig ve bu haber tim medya kuruluslarinda flag haber
olarak verilerek halk galeyana getirilmistir. ‘Namuslarini
kurtarmak i¢in’ intikam yeminleri edilmig Budist rahiplerden
gorisler alinmaya ve Tanrinin emri geregi inttkamin gart
oldugu sesli gekilde dillendirilmeye baglanmistir.

3 Haziran 2012 giinii umre ziyaretinden dénen 10
Misliiman, otobiisle evlerine gitmeye caligirken gozii
dénmtis Budistler aracta bulunanlar katletmistir. Bununla
yetinmeyen terdristler, komgu sehir olan Moungdaw’daki
Miisliimanlara cuma namazi ¢ikigt saldirmigtir. Evler,
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completely as of the year of 1962. However,
parliamentary elections could be held in 2011 and the
military junta lost its influence considerably. Through
the elections civil politicians could also enter the
parliament.

During these elections, Arakani Muslims gained the
right to send 46 representatives to the parliament but
the junta did not give the permission for this and
admitted only 3 representatives. 43 seats seized were
given to the Buddhist representatives.

During these elections, it was declared that Rohingya
people be given identity cards. In 2011, the new cabinet
formed in Myanmar concluded to retrieve the registered
Rohingya refugees. This is a great and historical
development. One of the main reasons underlining
recent attacks against Muslims is the identification of
electoral rolls before the coming elections in 2014 which
is planned to be held in Myanmar. The aim is to increase
the influence of Buddhists in the elections by diminishing
Rohingya population in Arakan before the elections.
That material value of natural gas in Arakan province
is worth millions of dollars and other resources Arakan
has are among the other important factors which
cause recent happenings to emerge.

At the end of May 2012, falsified news that a Buddhist
nun in Ramri city was raped and killed by 3 Rohingyas
was spread over; all media companies broadcast it as
breaking news and stirred people up. Promises of
revenge were made “so as to restore their honour”;
opinions of the Buddhist clergymen were asked and
it was begun to be spoken out loudly that taking
revenge was required in line with god’s command.
On the date of 3 June 2012, furious Buddhists killed
10 Muslims that were back from umrah visit and on
the way their home by bus. Terrorists not satisfied
with this attacked on Muslims that just prayed Friday
sermon and went out of the mosque in the
neighbouring city Moungdaw. Houses, shops and
workplaces were begun to be plundered and Muslims
be killed on the streets. During these happenings
that state forces were a mere spectator, bodies of the
killed were rounded up and burnt.

After that day events began to spread in waves. In
the events spread towards the capital city of the
province, Sitve (Akyab), an intensive attack was

started against the Muslims with a population over



diikkanlar ve igyerleri yagmalanmaya, Miisliimanlar sokak

ortasinda oldiirtilmeye baglanmigtir. Devlet giiglerinin seyirci
kaldig1 olaylarda katledilen kigilerin cesetleri toplanarak
yakilmgtir.

Bu tarihten sonra olaylar dalga dalga yayilmaya baglamgtir.
FEyalet bagkenti olan Sitve (Akyab) sehrine sigrayan olaylarda
1,5 milyonun tizerindeki Miisliiman niifusa kargt yogun
bir saldir1 baglatilmigtir. Ulkede hiikiimet kontroliinde yaymn
yapan tek medya kurulusu ise Misliimanlarin Budistlere
saldirdig1 ve 6ldiirdiigii yontinde bilgiler vermektedir. Bu
haberlerle olugturulan hava sonrasinda binlerce Miisliiman
tutuklanmig, camiler kugatilmug ve Miisliiman halkin sokaga
cikmasi yasaklanmustir. Devlet gtigleri destekli ‘T.on Thein’
milis teréristlerinin, Miisliimanlarin evlerini basarak
gerceklestirdikleri katliamlarla halk bolgeyi terketmek
zorunda kalmistir. Bu baskinlardan sonra halk, ilkel botlarla
Bangladeg’e dogru kagmaya baglamistir. Son olaylarda
olenlerin sayisinin § bini gectigi ve 10 bin kisiden de haber

alinamadig ifade edilmektedir.

1.5 million. The only state-led media organization
in the country gave misinformation in a way that
Muslims attacked and killed Buddhists. In an
atmosphere shaped by this news, thousands of
Muslims were arrested, mosques laid siege and
Muslims imposed a curfew. “Lon Thein” militia
terrorists supported by state forces invaded homes
and massacred people; and therefore people had to
leave the region. Following these invasions the people
started fleeing toward Bangladesh by using primitive
rafts. It is stated that the number of the killed exceeds
5 000 and there is not any news about other 10 000
people.

FROM COLONY TO GENOCIDE ARAKAN 15 IS



gozlemler ve mevcut durum
observations and current situation

Devlet Eliyle ve Deviet Destegiyle
Gerceklestirilen Terdr

Bugiin Myanmar resmi giiclerinin Arakan halkina kars:
girigtigi sistematik soykirimin yansira, devlet destekli Budist
teror 6rgiitii ‘Lon Thein” de Miusliimanlarin kdylerine ve
igyerlerine saldirmaya devam etmektedir. Budist teroristler
tim bolgeyi Miislimanlardan arindirmayr amaclamaktadir.
Olen, yaralanan, tecaviize ugrayan ve kagirilan kizlarin,
cocuklarin ve insanlarin tam olarak sayilari bilinmemektedir.

Siddet olaylarini gerceklegtirenlerin bir kismi askeri giivenlik
giigleri, diger kismi ise devlet destekli Budist getelerdir.
Yasganan siirecte siddet olaylarinin asil kurbanlar
Misliimanlar olmasina ragmen, gézaltina alinan ve suclu
olarak lanse edilenler de yine Rohingya Miisliimanlaridir.

Ulkedeki askeri cuntanin bagi olan Thein Sein, yaptig:

Terror Realized hy the State and with the
Support of the State

Besides the current systematic genocide of Arakan
people by Myanmar official forces, state-supported
Buddhist terrorist organization Lon Thein also continues
to attack Muslims villages and workplaces. Buddhist
terrorists aim at cleansing up the whole region from
Muslims. The number of people killed and injured, of
girls, children and adults raped and kidnapped is not
exactly known.

These violent acts were realized partly by military
security forces and partly state-supported Buddhist
bands. Although the real victims of the violent actions
during this period are Muslims, it is Rohingya Muslims

themselves that are detained and considered guilty.

Thein Sein, head of the military junta in the country,

states that the only solution is mass removal of Rohingyas
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agiklamada, tek ¢6ziimiin Rohingyalarin topluca tilkeden
stirtilmesi veya bagka ticiinct bir iilkeye gonderilmeleri
oldugunu agiklamistir. Ote yandan Myanmar'in Hong
Kong elcisi Ye Nane Aung’un, Giineydogu Asya Ulkeleri
Birligi toplantisinda, diger tilke yetkililerine génderdigi
mektupta kullandigi irkci ifadeler devletin bakig agisim
yansitmaktadir. Mektupta Rohingyalarin Myanmarl

olmadig ileri stirtilmiis; “Ciltleri yumusak ve piiriizsiiz, yakigikli
Myanmarhlarin aksine, fotograflarindan onlarin teninin koyu
kahverengi oldugunu goriiyorsunuz.” ifadeleri yer almistir.

Burma'daki rahiplerin hazirladiklart bir brogtirde ise Arakanl:
Miisliimanlar ‘vahgi dogalilar’ olarak nitelendirilmektedir.
Budist rahiplerin lideri Ashin Htawara, L.ondra'da
diizenledigi bir toplantida Rohingyalar i¢in toplama kamplart
kurulmasini teklif ederek, hiikiimetinden Arakan
Miisliimanlarini ‘dogduklar: topraklara geri gondermesini’
istemigtir.

Myanmar'daki koétiillesen durumun ortasinda gelen,
demokrasi yanlist ve Nobel édiilli lideri Aung San Suu
Kyi, Rakhine bolgesinde Budist militanlar ve Myanmar
ordusu tarafindan gergeklestirilen katliamlara sessiz kalmus,
dahasi Rohingyalara sempati duymay1 bile reddetmigtir.
Diger Nobel diillii Tibetli Budist lider Dalai L.ama (Tenzin
Gyatso) da, Budist Myanmar’da Miislimanlara kars
gerceklestirilen toplu katliamlara dair hentiz ciddi herhangi
bir aciklamada bulunmamustir.

Askeri Cuntadan Bugiine Arakan’da Hayat

Gerek Ingiliz somiirge yonetimi déneminde, gerek
Burma’nin bagimsizligindan sonra Arakanh Miusliimanlar
sistematik olarak zulme maruz birakilmistir. Ancak
Arakan’in tizerindeki kara bulutlar 1962’deki darbe
doneminde daha da artmigtir. Rohingyalar askeri yonetim
altinda sorgusuz tutuklanma, igkence, toplu katliam, tecaviiz
gibi insanlik digi uygulamalara maruz kalmg, halkin tiim
hak ve 6zgurlikleri elinden alinmigtir. En temel haklar
dahi taninmayan insanlar, ormanlarda ilkel bir yagama
itilmigtir.

Uzun yillardir Miisliman niifusun egitim imkanlar:
ellerinden alinmakta ve Miisliimanlarin cahil kalmalari i¢in

from the country or their relegation to another country.
On the other hand, racist sentences in the letters sent
to officials of the other countries in the meeting of the
Union of Southeastern Asian Countries by Ye Nen
Aung, Myanmar representative to Hong Kong, reflects
the government’s point of view. In the letters, it is
asserted that Rohingyas are not from Myanmar and
statements like “Contrary to soft and smooth skinned,
handsome Myanmarese, yo see in the pictures that their

skin is dark brown” take place.

In a brochure prepared by Burmese clergymen, Arakani
Muslims are depicted as having “wild nature”. Ashin
Htawara, the leader of Burmese clergymen, proposed
in a meeting held in London that concentrations camps
be formed for Rohingyas and asked his government
that Arakani Muslims be sent “to their lands in which

they were born”.

Emerging in the middle of this worsening situation in
Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi who is pro-democracy
and Nobelist leader kept silent against the massacres
realized by Myanmarese army and even refused to
symphatise with Rohingyas. Another nobel-winning
Tibetan Buddhist leader Dalai IL.ama (Tenzin Kyatso)
also did not make any serious statements yet regarding

mass killings of Muslims in Myanmar.

Life in Arakan from the Military Junta until Today

Arakani Muslims were exposed to systematic atrocities
both during British colonization period and after the
independence of Burma. However, dark clouds on the
horizon of Arakan appeared more intensively with the
revolutionary period in 1962. Rohingyas were subjected
to inhuman practices under the military administration
such as arrest without investigation, torture, mass
killings, rapes and all rights and freedoms were taken
away from the people. Even their basic rights were not
recognized and people were forced to live in forests in
a primitive way.

For long years, educational possibilities of the Muslim
population were taken from their hands and all kinds
of policies were carried out so as to make Muslims stay
ignorant. Children are only allowed to get a primary
education; they are forbidden to receive secondary and
university level education. They are allowed to sustain
a higher education if and only if they convert and become
Buddhists.

Building new house in the region is subject to permission
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her tiirlii yol denenmektedir. Cocuklarin ancak ilkokul
seviyesinde egitim almalarina izin verilmektedir; ortaokul,
lise veya Universite egitimi almalar1 ise yasaklanmigtir.
Miisliimanlar ancak din degistirip Budist olurlarsa ytiksek
ogretime devam edebilmektedirler.

Bolgede yeni ev yapmak da izne tibidir. Yeni ev yapmak
isteyenler, evlerini betonarme degil tahta ve keresteden
yapmak zorundadir. Musliiman halk tarafindan yapilan
evler kendilerine degil devlete aittir. Bu evler eger bir sekilde
zarar goriirse, sorumlusu o evde oturan kisiler kabul
edilmekte ve devletin evine zarar verme gerekgesiyle 6 yila
kadar hapis cezasina ¢arptirlmaktadir. Bu nedenle Budist
milis kuvvetleri kdylere baskin yaptiklarinda ilk olarak evleri
yakmaktadirlar. Hem evi yakilmig hem de devlete karg:
sug¢lu duruma diigmiis Miisliimanlar eger hala hayatta iseler,
ka¢maktan bagka careleri yoktur.

Ulkede yasayan Miisliimanlarin hicbir sosyal ve hukuki
hakki bulunmamaktadir. Gerek devlet yetkilileri, gerekse
Budistler tarafindan Miisliimanlara isnat edilen suglar
sorgusuz sualsiz kabul gérmekte, Mislimanlarin itiraz
veya kendini savunma hakki bulunmamaktadir.

Polis veya askeri giigler istedigi zaman ve istedigi sekilde
Mislimanlarin evlerine baskin diizenleyebilmektedir.

Ulkedeki Miisliimanlar kendilerinden riigvet isteyen
polislere ya da diger askeri giiglere itiraz ya da mukavemet
etmeleri durumunda, en az 4 yil

hapisle
cezalandirilmaktadirlar.

“Hickimse vatandashk haklarimdan mahrum edilemez.” diyen
Birlesmis Milletler Insan Haklar1 Deklarasyonu’nun 15.
Maddesi’ni ihlal ederek 1982’de askeri cunta tarafindan

as well. Those who want to build new houses are allowed
to build them by using not concrete but wood and
lumber only. Houses built by Muslim people belong
to the government, not to themselves. If these houses
are damaged, household living in the house are deemed
as responsible. In such a situation, they can be punished
with imprisonment to 6 years on the grounds that they
damage houses of the government. For that reason,
Buddhist militias firstly set fire to houses when they
raid villages. Muslims both whose houses were burnt
and considered as guilty by the government have the

only choice, ﬂccmg, if they are still alive.

Muslims living in the country have no social and legal
rights. Crimes attributed to the Muslims are accepted
both by state officials and Buddhists without any
investigation; the Muslims have no right of objection

and defense.

Police or military forces can launch raids to Muslims’

homes at any time and manner they want.

Muslims in the country are to be punished with
imprisonment for at least 4 years in the case that they
make objections or resist to police or other military

forces asking bribe from them.

Rights of citizenship were taken away from the owners
of these lands for centuries by means of a law enacted
by the military junta in 1982 that violates Article 15 of
the UN’s

“No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality

Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

nor denied the right to change his nationality”. Rohingyas
have been considered as outsiders in their own lands
by a newly issued citizenship law that leaves them out
and since then they could

of the category “nationals”

not obtain the status of citizenship. These people who
have been deprived of right of citizenship, one of the

rights at all.

rights, have no

basic human
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¢tkarilan bir kanun ile yiizyillardir bu topraklarin sahipleri
olan kigilerin vatandaslik haklar1 ellerinden alinmigtir.
Gikarilan yeni vatandaglik kanunu ile ‘ulusallar’ kategorisinin
diginda birakilarak kendi topraklarinda yabanci unsur olarak
gosterilen Rohingyalar, o giinden bugiine hala vatandag
statlisiine sahip olamamigtir. En temel insan haklarindan
biri olan ‘vatandaglik hakk:’ ellerinden alinan bu insanlarin
hi¢bir hakki bulunmamaktadir.

Vatandaglik hakki olmayan Myanmar’daki Miisliiman
niifusun ellerinde bulunan arazilere ve mallara Budistler
tarafindan el konulmaktadir. Devlet destekli yerel milisler
Rohingyalara baskinlar yaparak onlar1 evlerinden ve
yurtlarindan kovmakta, bazilarini ise esir almakta ve onlari
kendi tarlalarinda adeta kole gibi hicbir ticret 6demeden
caligirmaktadir. En agir kogullarda kéle olarak galistirilan
Misliimanlar bu durumu Myanmar devlet birimlerine
bildirse dahi herhangi bir iglem yapilmamaktadir. Ciinkt
sikdyetin gecerli olabilmesi igin, dncelikle vatandag olunmast
ve bir kimlik kartina sahip olunmasi gerekmektedir.

Haksiz ve hukuksuz bir sekilde gozaltina alinan Rohingya
Miisliimanlarindan bir daha haber alinamamakta, hayatta
olup olmadiklar1 ve nerede tutulduklarina dair bilgi
verilmemektedir. Hiikiim cezasi giyen pek ¢ok kiginin bir
daha geri gelmedigi bir gercektir. Iskence goren veya
zindanlarda tutulan ¢ok sayidaki Miisliimanin kimlikleri
ve sayilar hakkinda Myanmar devleti bir agiklama ve
beyanat vermekten kaginmaktadir.

Rohingya Miisliimanlarinin, Myanmar’in bagka bolgelerine
gitmesi kanunla yasaklanmigtir. Ama ayn1 halktan Budist
olanlar istedikleri yere gidebilmektedir. Musliimanlarin
seyahat edebilmesi i¢in 6zel izin almalar gerekmektedir.
Miisliimanlar seyahat gerekgesini izah eden bir dilekge ile
resmi makamlara miiracaat etmekte ve tamamen gorevli
memurun inisiyatifine birakilmig olan iznin onaylanmas:
en az 2-3 ay1 bulmaktadir.

Rohingya Miisliimanlarin yanisira diger Musliimanlara da
pasaport verilmemektedir. Komsu Bangladeg’e gegmek veya
hacca gitmek i¢in diizenlenen belgeler, bazen geri déntste
kabul edilmemekte ve bu kisiler iilkelerine alinmamaktadir.
Suudi Arabistan’da kalanlarin bircogu bu sekilde miilteci
konumuna diigmiistiir.

Lands and properties of Muslims in Myanmar who
have no right of citizenship are confiscated by Buddhists.
State-supported local militias displace Rohingyas from
their houses and lands by making raids and also by
holding some captive they have them slave away in their
fields without any payment. Even if Muslims who work
as a slave under the heaviest conditions inform the
governmental authorities about their situation, nothing
is done because they have to be citizen first and hold

an identity card so that their complaints are acceptable.

No news can be received about Rohingya Muslims that
have been detained illegally and no information is given
regarding whether they are alive and where they are
detained. There is a reality that many people sentenced
do not return back. Myanmarese government avoids
to make any statement and to give information as regards
to identification and number of the Muslims who are

tormented or kept in prisons.

Rohingya Muslims are forbidden to enter other regions
of Myanmar by law. Nevertheless, Buddhists of the
same community can travel wherever they want.
Muslims need to get a special permission in order to
travel. Muslims apply to the official authorities with a
petition explaining the reason of travelling and
confirmation of the permission -which is completely
under the initiative of commissioned officer- lasts for

at least 2 to 3 months.

Besides Rohingya Muslims, other Muslims are not
given passports as well. Documents issued to travel to
neighbouring Bangladesh or to go on the pilgrimage
to Mecca are sometimes not admitted on the way back
and the people are not allowed to enter their country.
Many of the people staying in Saudi Arabia became

refugees when faced with such a situation.

Recently the number of rapes of Muslim women and
girls increased dramatically after encouraging and
provoking statements of Buddhist clergymen. Women
and girls being raped experience psychological traumas
as a consequence of the atrocity which they faced.
Some obstacles have been put regarding Muslims’
marriages in order to prevent the increase of their
population. Documents and transactions demanded by
official authorities render almost impossible Muslims’
getting married. Officials receive taxes at a high rate
from couples that apply for wedding licence. Both men
and women have to pay this tax in advance which
amounts between 50-300 thousand Kyat (800-3700
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Budist din adamlarinin tegvik ve beyanatlar ile Miisliman
kadin ve kizlara tecaviiz olaylar1 son zamanlarda daha da
artmigtir. Tecaviize ugrayan kadin ve geng kizlar maruz
kaldiklari bu vahset karsisinda psikolojik travmalar
yagamaktadir.

Misliimanlarin ntfuslarinin artmasini engellemek igin
evlenmeleri de zorlagtirlmigtir. Resmi makamlarca istenilen
evrak ve muamele, adeta Miisliimanlarin evlenmesini
imkansiz hale getirmektedir. Yetkililer, evlilik izni isteyen
ciftlerden yiiksek miktarda vergi almaktadir. 50 bin il4 300
bin Kyat (800-3700 $) arasinda degisen bu vergi, hem
kadin hem erkek tarafindan pesin olarak ¢denmek
zorundadir. Iznin onaylanmas: icin en az 2-3 yil gibi bir
siire beklemek gerekmektedir. Izin ciksa bile Budist yetkililer
isterlerse evlenmeyi iptal edip aldiklar: vergiyi iade
etmeyebilmektedir. Bu nedenle baz: ¢iftler evlenmek icin
kacak olarak Banglades’e gegmektedir.

Myanmar devletinden bu gartlarda evlenme iznini alan
kigilerin en fazla 2 ¢ocuk sahibi olmasina izin verilmektedir.
2’den fazla ¢ocuk yapanlar ise hem ¢ok agir vergiye tabi
tutulmakta hem de evlenme izinleri iptal edilmektedir.
Ulkedeki kanunlara gére evlenme izni olmadan yagamak
yasaklanmigtir. Bu yasak daha ¢ok Miisliimanlarin yasadig
bolgelerde uygulanmaktadir. Sadece Arakanli Misliimanlar
icin degil, tlkedeki diger Miisliiman gruplar igin de bu
yasak uygulanmaktadir. Bunun i¢in her yil tiim aile bireyleri
toplu halde ¢ektirdikleri aile fotograflarini devlet yetkililerine
teslim etmek zorundadir. Dogan ve 6len her ¢ocuk icin
devlete vergi verme zorunlulugu bulunmaktadir. Ayrica
hayvanlar i¢in de devlete her yil vergi verilmesi zorunludur.

Miisliimanlarin, hayatin her sathasindan vergi alan
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USD). After, they have to wait for 2 to 3 years in order
for licence be confirmed. Even if wedding licence is
confirmed, Buddhist officials may arbitrarily cancel
marriages and not refund tax they charged. Therefore,
some couples cross to Bangladesh illegally so as to get
married.

People that obtain wedding licence from Myanmarese
government in the way stated above are allowed to have
2 children at most. Those having more than 2 children
are subject to pay heavy taxes and their licences are
cancelled. According to national laws it is forbidden to
live without wedding licence. This is practiced more
widely in regions where especially Muslims live. This
law is applicable not only to Arakani Muslims but also
other Muslim groups in the country. Every year, all
household members have to hand in their family pictures
to state officials. There is a tax requirement that has to
be paid to the government for every child both who is
born and dead. In addition, a tax for animals has to be

paid to the government annually.

Muslims have no right to use hospitals and other public
institutions of Myanmarese state that collects taxes in
all walks of life. Patients have the permission to use
private hospitals only and wherefore thousands of people
lose their lives without going to a hospital ever.
Arakani Muslims who are deprived of patient rights
also do not have the right to own vehicles because they
are not allowed to have driving licences. Apart from
these, they are forbidden to use fixed and mobile phones
and internet as well. On the other hand, Arakan region
is supplied electricity for only 4-5 hours a day while

other parts of the country have regular energy supply.

Religious and Ethnic Discrimination

Violations of rights committed in the country are based

on both religious and ethnic discrimination. Buddhist




Myanmar devletinin hastanelerinden ve diger devlet
birimlerinden yararlanma hakki yoktur. Hasta olan kisiler
ancak 6zel hastanelere gitme iznine sahip olmakta, bu
nedenle binlerce insan hi¢ hastahaneye gidemeden hayatin
kaybetmektedir.

Hasta haklar1 bu gekilde ellerinden alinan Arakanh
Miislimanlar, ehliyet alamadigi icin arag sahibi olma haklari
da bulunmamaktadir. Ayrica sabit telefon, GSM ve internet
kullanmalar da yasaklanmigtir. Ote yandan tilkenin diger
bolgelerine elektrik verilirken, Arakan bélgesine giinde
yalnizca 4-5 saat elektrik verilmektedir.

Dini ve Etnik Ayrimeihik

Ulkede yapilan hak ihlalleri hem dini hem de etnik
ayrimciliga dayanmaktadir. Budist yonetim ve Budist din
adamlar Rohingyalara kargi halki kigkirtmaktadir. Arakanh
Miisliimanlarin mallarini, canlarini ve irzlarini almalarinin
kendilerinin dogal haklari oldugunu devamli olarak ilan
etmektedirler. Myanmar’in cogunlugunu tegkil eden halktan
ten ve renk bakimindan ayr1 olduklar: igin Rohingyalar
kendilerinin bir parcasi olarak géormemektedirler.

Myanmar askeri yonetimi, 64 yerli irkin yasadigi ve 200
farkli dil ve leh¢enin konuguldugu Myanmar’da, etnik
azinliklar: sistemli olarak baski ve ayrimeilik politikalarina
maruz birakmaktadir. Myanmar’in % 68’ini Myanmarlilar,
% 9unu Sanlar, % 7’sini Karenler, % 4’tinii Budist
Rakhinler, % 3’tint Cinliler, % 2’sini Monlar, % 2’sini
Hintliler, kalan % 5’ini ise aralarinda Arakanl
Miisliimanlarin (Rohingyalarin) da bulundugu diger etnik
gruplar olusturmaktadir. Bu gruplardan Arakanh
Miisliimanlarin, Sanlarin ve Karenlerin sistematik olarak
Burma yénetiminin baskilarina maruz kaldiklar:
bilinmektedir.

Arakan’da Kur’an okumanin ve Kur’an-1 Kerim’i bagkalarina
ogretmenin cezast idamdir. Camilerden yiiksek sesle ezan
okumak ve cemaatle namaz kilmak da yasaktir. Camiler
bir bahane bulunarak kapatilmakta ve yeni camilerin
yapimina izin verilmemektedir. Kapatilan camilerin bahgesine
Buda heykelleri dikilerek buralarin birer Budist tapinag:
haline gelmesi saglanmaktadir. Arakan bolgesinde yiizlerce
kiiciik Budist tapinag: inga edilmis, ancak son 20 yilda

government and clergymen provoke people against
Rohingyas. They always make statements that they are
given the right to take away Arakani Muslims’
properties, lives and to rape them. Since Rohingyas are
different from the majority of Myanmarese society in
terms of their color and skin, they do not consider them

as a part of their society.

In Myanmar, where 64 different native ethnicities live
and 200 different languages and dialects are spoken,
the military administration of Myanmar discriminates
ethnic minorities continuously and systematically through
oppressive policies. Myanmar is made up of
Myanmarese (68%), Shan (9%), Karen (7%), Buddhist
Rakhines (4%), Chinese (3%), Mon (2%), Indians
(2%), Arakani Muslims -Rohingyas- and other ethnic
groups (5%). It is known that Arakani Muslims, Shan
and Karen among these groups are subject to systematic

suppression Of Burmese govcrnmcnt.

In Arakan, recitation and teaching of Quran al-Karemare
punished with death penalty. Loud recitation of athan
in mosques and performing collective prayers are
prohibited as well. Mosques are being closed down for
a variety of unreal reasons and construction of new
mosques is not permitted. Mosques that were closed
are transformed into Buddhist temples by erecting
Buddha statues in the courtyards. Hundreds of small
Buddhist temples were constructed in the region of
Arakan but permission to build new mosques was given
in no way or degree within past 20 years. Sacrificial
ritual, qurban, was also prohibited by official authorities.
For that reason, sacrifice of qurbans is conducted in
strict confidence. Moreover, Muslims who pass away
cannot be buried in accordance with Islamic rules.
Buddhist administration does not give permission for
Muslim cemeteries; dead bodies are taken out and
burnt somewhere unknown since the person buried has

no identity card.

Violations Realized in the Economic Field

Arakani Muslims are also subject to quite heavy
conditions in their economic activities. Muslim
tradesmen are strictly required to go into a partnership
with a Buddhist in order to open a new office or shop
and obtain a licence. Without making any investment
Buddhist citizens can own a 50% share of newly
established company. On the other hand, Muslims
working at public institutions are removed and their

posts are replaced by Buddhists.
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tilkede higbir sekilde cami yapimina izin verilmemistir.
Kurban ibadeti de resmi idarece yasaklanmigtir. Bu nedenle
kurban kesimi ¢ok buiytik gizlilik i¢inde yapilmaktadir.
Ayrica &6len Miislimanlar Islami usullerle
defnedilememektedir. Budist yonetim Miisliman
mezarliklarina izin vermemekte, gémilen kiginin kimligi
olmadigi i¢in naagi oradan cikarilip bilinmeyen bir yerde
yakilmaktadir.

Ekonomik Alanda Gergeklestirilen inlaller

Arakanh Mislimanlar ekonomik faaliyetlerinde de oldukea
glic sartlara tabidir. Musliiman tiiccarlarin yeni bir igyeri
acmak ve ruhsat alabilmek i¢in mutlaka bir Budistle ortak
olmasi gerekmektedir. Budist vatandaglar hi¢bir sermaye
koymadan kurulan girketin %50’sine ortak olabilmektedir.
Ote yandan devlet kademelerinde bulunan Miisliimanlar
da gérevlerinden alinarak yerlerine Budistler yerlestirilmistir.

Bolgede son yillarda ¢ikan dogalgaz ve petroliin rezerv
degerinin yiksek olmasi da bolgeye olan ilginin artmasina
neden olmustur. Bolgede bulunan degerli taglarin varlig:
da daha 6nce bir¢ok devletin bu bélgeye ilgisini arttirmugtir.

Cin, bu bolgedeki dogalgaz ve petrolti borularla kendi
topraklarina aktarmaya caligmaktadir. ABD ise dogalgaz
ve petrolti borularla Bangladeg tizerinden kendi pazarlarina
iletmeyi hedeflemektedir. Ote yandan ABD, yakin zamanda
donanmasinin 6énemli bir bélimint bu bélgede
konuglandirmay: planlamakta, boylece bolgede benzer
hedefleri olan Cin ve Hindistan’1 kontrol altina almay:
planlamaktadir. Son yillarda ‘demokratiklesme’ siirecinden
gecen Myanmar, sahip oldugu zengin yeralt: ve yeriisti

kaynaklari, son derece énemli jeopolitik ve jeostratejik

Additionally, high rate natural gas and petroleum
reserves in the region have drawn attention to the region.
The existence of precious stones in the region had

aroused interest in many countries previously.

China tries to transfer natural gas and oil in this region
into its own territory via pipelines. On the other hand,
the US aims at transmitting gas and oil over Bangladesh
to its markets. Besides that, the US plans to deploy a
significant part of its army in this region and thus to
control China and India that have similar goals over
the region. Myanmar, under a process of democratization
in the last years, whets global powers’ and giant
companies’ appetite due to its rich underground and
surface resources, ultimately important geopolitical and
geostrategical position; thereby this situation paves the
way for a fictive conflictual environment in the region.
Ethnic-religious conflicts that we previously witnessed
on different parts of the world are being put on the
scene once again in Myanmar. While a war of interests
among imperialist countries continues outside, a minority
is being annihilated inside and a total genocide is fully
being carried out in front of the world’s eyes. the eyes

of the world.

The Situation in Refugee Camps and
Prohlem of Refugeeism

Myanmarese state makes a national policy to remove
Arakani Muslims from their own lands whenever
possible and to replace Buddhists from abroad with
them who are subject to genocidal actions and
assimilation. For that reason millions of Rohingya
Muslims are condemned to live as refugees or illegal

residents in different countries.

Today from Arakani Muslims that are recognized as

refugees or not, 500 000 live in Saudi Arabia, 200 000
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konumu ile kiiresel giiglerin ve dev sirketlerin igtahin
kabartmakta, bu da, bolgede kurgulanmig bir ¢atigma
ortaminin zeminini olugturmaktadir. Daha 6énce diinyanin
farkl cografyalarinda benzerlerine sahit oldugumuz etnik-
dini ¢atigma ortami, bugiin Myanmar’da bir kez daha
sahneye konmaktadir. Disarida emperyalist iilkelerin cikar
savagl stirerken, icerde bir azinlik yok edilmekte ve diinyanin
gozleri 6ntinde tam bir soykirim gergeklestirilmektedir.

Miilteci Kamplarindaki Durum ve
Miiltecilik Problemi

Myanmar devleti soykirim ve asimilasyona tabi tuttugu
Arakanli Muslimanlar her firsatta kendi topraklarindan
atmay1 ve onlarin yerlerine digardan getirmis oldugu
Budistleri yerlegtirmeyi milli politika haline getirmistir. Bu
nedenle milyonlarca Arakanli Rohingya Miisliimani degisik
tilkelerde miilteci veya kacak olarak yasamaya mahkum
edilmigtir.

Bugtin miiltecilik statiisti taninan ya da taninmayan Arakanl
Miisliimanlarin 500 bini Suudi Arabistan’da, 200 bini
Pakistan’da, 15 bini Avrupa’nin degisik iilkelerinde, 10
bini ise Malezya’da yagamaktadir. En cok Arakanh
miiltecinin bulundugu iilke ise, Birlesmis Milletler
Miilteciler Yiiksek Komiserligi (BMMYK) nin de faaliyet
gosterdigi Bangladeg'tir. Bangladeg’teki miilteci kamplarinda
bugiin 1.5 milyon Arakanlh Miislimanin yasadig: tahmin
edilmektedir. Yalnizca 1991-92 yillarinda Banglades’e gog
eden Arakanli Mislimanlarin sayist 300 bindir. Yillar
boyunca yiizbinlerce Rohingya Miisliimani, Bangladeg’in
yanisira diger komsgu iilke olan Tayland'a da iltica etmistir.
Tayland-Myanmar sinirinda 9 kampa yerlestirilmis yaklagik
110 bin miilteci barinmaktadr.

Subat 2009’da Tayland ordusunun 190 Rohingya miiltecisi
botlara istifleyerek acik denizlere siirdiigii kayitlara gegmistir.
Ayni tarihte, Tayland ordusu tarafindan igskence gordiikten
sonra agtk denizde terk edilen bir grup miilteci Endonezya
makamlar tarafindan kurtarilmigtir. Tayland tarafindan
2009 Subat ay1 sonu itibariyle agik denizlere birakilan 5
bottan 4’ti batmig ve biri karaya oturmustur. 12 Subat
2009'da Tayland Bagbakani Abhisit Vejjajiva ‘bazi
durumlarda’ Rohingya halkinin, acik denizlere salindigint

in Pakistan, 15 000 in different European countries
and 10 000 in Malaysia. The biggest part of Arakani
refugees are in Bangladesh in which UNHCR carries
out activities. It is estimated that 1.5 million Arakani
Muslims live in refugee camps in Bangladesh today.
The number of Arakani Muslims migrated to
Bangladesh only between the years 1991-1992 is 300
000. Hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas took refuge
along the years to neighbouring Thailand besides
Bangladesh. Approximately 110 000 refugees take

shelter in 9 camps on the border of Thailand-Myanmar.

In February 2009, it was recorded that Thai army
gathered 190 Rohingya refugees in boats and sent them
offshore. At the same date, a group of refugees was
rescued by Indonesian authorities, which was left in
open sea after they were tormented by Thai army. By
the end of February 2009, 4 out of § boats that were
left in open sea by Thailand sank and the remaining
one ran aground. On 12 February 2009 Abhisit
Vejjajiva, Thai Prime Minister, had accepted that
Rohingya people were to be thrown away in open sea
in some cases; but those who executed this atrocity were

left unpunished.

According to official statistics, 33 000-37 000 refugees
were found in Bangladesh under the supervision of
UNHCR by the end of the year 2005. 12 000 of these
refugees took shelter in Nayapara refugee camp in the
southern Bangladesh, 8000-12 000 in Kutupalong
refugee camp and 13 000 in Leda refugee camp. When
visited by UHIM, these camps seemed us as
concentration camps. People live in jerry built houses

which are quite unhealthy and physically inconvenient.

100 000 people living in Kutupalong Camp are not
officially UN refugees. Unofficial refugees living in

this camp struggle to survive under very harsh conditions.

It is estimated that unregistered Arakani refugees over
100 000 struggle to keep alive outside of camps in

Bangladesh, in forestry areas and villages.

These figures at our hand are only the visible part of
the humanitarian crisis. This human tragedy will
continue unless the origin of this problem, the oppressive
and atrocious policy in Myanmar, is put on the agenda
of international society; refugee outflows will continue
to occur towards Bangladesh and other countries

considered as safe.

Today, unofficial refugees -those who came to

Bangladesh through illegal ways and have been living
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kabul etmig, ancak bu vahseti gerceklestirenlere hicbir ceza
verilmemistir.

Resmi rakamlara gore 2005 yili itibariyla Bangladeg’te
BMMYK’nin gozetiminde 33-37 bin miltect
bulunmaktadir. Bu miultecilerin 12 bini Banglades’in
giineyindeki Nayapara Kampr’'nda, 8-12 bini Kutupalong
Kampr'nda, 13 bini ise Leda’daki miilteci kampinda
barinmaktadir. UHIM olarak ziyaret etmis oldugumuz
bu kamplar adeta bir toplama kampi goriintimiindedir.
Insanlar sagliksiz ve fiziki sartlari uygun olmayan derme
catma kuliibelerde yagamaktadir.

Kutupalong Kampr'nda yagayan 100 bin kisi, BM tarafindan
resmi milteci htiviyetinde degildir. Bu kampta yasayan
gayriresmi miilteciler ¢ok zor sartlarda hayatta kalmaya
calismaktadirlar.

Bangladeg’te kamplar diginda, ormanlik alanlarda ve koylerde
de 100 binin tizerinde kayitdigt Arakanl miiltecinin hayatta
kalma miicadelesi verdigi tahmin edilmektedir.

Flimizde bulunan bu rakamlar, yaganan insani krizin sadece
goriinen ylizidiir. Bu sorunun merkezi olan Myanmar’daki
zulim ve baski politikasi uluslararasi kamuoyunun
giindemine gelmedigi mtiddetce bu insanlik trajedisi devam
edecek, insanlarin, Bangladeg’e ya da gtivenli bulduklar
baska tilkelere kaciglar kitleler halinde devam edecektir.

Bugiin Banglades’e kacak yollarla gelmis ve resmi miilteci
stattistinde olmadigi i¢in daha dnceden bolgeye gelen akraba
ve dostlarinin yaninda yagamakta olan gayriresmi miilteciler,
Bangladesli toprak agalarinin ciftliklerinde kagak is¢i olarak
calismaktadir.

Arakanhlar kamplara kabul edilmediklerinden, yasadigt
ekonomik gé¢menler olarak goriilmektedir. Kaydi olmayan
bu ‘yasadigi go¢gmenlerin’ sayist Banglades basinina gore
200 bin, Arakan Tarih Toplulugu’na (Arakan Historical
Society) gore ise yaklagik 300 bin’dir.

Hicbir yardim alamayan bu insanlar, korunmasiz bir hilde
ve ¢ok zor kogullar altinda, kamplarin disinda, Banglades-
Myanmar sinir bolgelerinde yasam miicadelesi vermektedir.
Vatandaglik haklart hem Myanmar askeri yonetimi hem de
Banglades tarafindan taninmayan Arakanli Misliimanlar,
yasadist olarak, hicbir hakka sahip olmaksizin fabrikalarda
calismakta, gtivenlik giiclerinin kot muamelesine maruz
kalmaktadr.

BN 2/ SOMURGEDEN SOYKIRIMA ARAKAN

with their previously migrated relatives and friends
because of not having official refugee status- work

illegally in the farms of Bangladeshi landlords.

Since Arakanis are not accepted into the camps, they
are seen as economically illegal refugees. The number
of these unregistered “illegal refugees” is 200 000
according to Bangladeshi media and approximately 300
000 according to Arakan Historical Society.
Those people receiving no aid struggle to stay alive
outside of camps, unprotected under very hard conditions
in border regions of Bangladesh-Myanmar. Citizenship
rights of Arakani Muslims are recognized neither by
Myanmar military government nor by Bangladesh;
they work illegally in factories without having any rights

and are exposed to mistreatment of security forces.

Bangladeshi government had to close down the border
because of high number refugee outflows from
Myanmar. Tens of thousands people had to return back
stalely, hungry and ill by means of primitive rafts. Those
are deprived of houses and shelters and therefore they

strive to live in forests and riversides.

Surface area of Bangladesh with a population of 160
million is 144 000 km”. Sheltering possibilities are quite
limited in the case of mass migrations from abroad due
to smallness of its territory and magnitude of its
population. However, the most populated refugee camps

are still found in Bangladesh.

Besides that, Bangladeshi government had to close
down borders in order to prevent people becoming
refugees and to prevent Muslim identity of the region
be abolished as a result of complete evacuation of Arakan
region.

Bangladesh, UNHCR and Myanmar have not
compromised so far regarding the situation of refugees
in Bangladesh and solutions found have not been put
in practice. The reason is that offered solutions could
not get to the root of the problem, on the contrary they
caused things to be more complicated. The real question
that has to be posed is the following: Is this problem
really wanted to be solved?

In the camps in Bangladesh, children die before the
age of 7. Female mortality is quite above the world
average. Children living under unhealthy conditions in
the camps meet with various illnesses at early ages;
future of children who grow up in an uneducated and

unhealthy environment proves to remain ambiguous.

One of the most significant problems that refugee



Banglades hiikiimeti, kitleler halinde Myanmar’dan kacan
miiltecilerin ¢coklugu nedeni ile sinir1 kapatmak zorunda
kalmistir. Onbinlerce insan, ilkel kayiklar ile ag, bitkin ve
hasta bir sekilde geri dosnmek zorunda kalmigtir. Evleri ve
kalacaklar1 yerleri olmayan bu insanlar ormanlarda ve dere
kenarlarinda yagamaya ¢aligmaktadir.

160 milyon niifusa sahip Banglades’in ytizolctimii 144 bin
km?»dir. Topraklarinin kiigiikligii ve niifusunun fazla
olmasi sebebiyle disaridan kitleler halinde gelecek olan
milteci nifusu barindirma imkani son derece sinirhdir.
Bununla beraber en yogun miilteci kamplar1 da yine
Banglades’te bulunmaktadir.

Ayrica, Banglades hiikiimeti Arakan bélgesinin tamamen
bosaltilarak halkin miilteci haline gelmesini engellemek ve
bolgenin Miisliman kimliginin ortadan kaldirilmasini
engellemek i¢in sinirlart kapatmak zorunda kalmigtir.

Banglades, BMMYK ve Myanmar, Bangladeg’teki
miiltecilerin durumuyla ilgili bugiine kadar bir anlagmaya
varamamug, bulunan ¢oziimler uygulamaya konulamamugtir.
Zira sunulan ¢6zim onerileri sorunun asil kaynagina
inememis, aksine, sorunlar1 daha da i¢inden cikilmaz bir
héle getirmistir. Burada esas sorulmasi gereken soru sudur:
“Acaba sorun ¢oziilmek isteniyor mu?”

Banglades kamplarinda ¢ocuklar 7 yagina gelmeden hayatini
kaybetmektedir. Kadin 6liimleri ise diinya standartlarinin
cok ustiindedir. Kamplarda sagliksiz gartlarda yagayan
cocuklar degigik hastaliklarla daha kiigiik yaslarda
tanigmakta, egitimsiz ve sagliksiz bir ortamda biiyiiyen bu
cocuklarin gelecegi belirsizligini korumaktadir.

Kamplarda sagliksiz ortamda yasayan miilteci ailelerin en

families living in the unhealthy environment of the
camps face is having many children. Fach family has
9 to 12 children. Because of numerous childbearing,
female mortality is much higher than world average.
Another problem is child (girls) marriage. However,
the main reason of this practice is kidnapping of teenager
girls from the camps under supervision of the UN and
Bangladesh.

Another reason for Arakani refugees to prefer having
many children is to increase their population.
Nevertheless, most of children who are born and grown
up under unhealthy conditions die before the age of 7.
On our visit to camps along Teknaf border in the city
of Cox’s Bazaar of Bangladesh, we ascertained that tens
of thousands refugees struggle to keep alive. In refugee
camps, families generally having 10-14 members live
in jerry built hovels of which the biggest is of 20-25
m?.

There are almost no old people in the camps because
people die at early ages due to hunger or insignificant
diseases. Inadequate nutrition and diseases as a
consequence of unhealthy environmental conditions are
seen quite frequently not only in children but also in
adults. That starvation is also observed frequently in
the camps shows how difficult living conditions are in
the region.

Arakani Muslims that struggle to live under unhealthy
conditions have no idea about their future and rights
to food and nutrition, sheltering, education, health, life
and about until when they continue to live in these
camps.

Bangladeshi government does not allow improvement
in the camps. They are anxious about that Arakani

Muslims in Myanmar would come to Bangladesh by

leaving their own lands if living conditions in these
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onemli sorunlarindan bir tanesi, fazla cocuga sahip
olmalaridir. Her aile 9-12 arasinda gocuga sahiptir. Bu
nedenle, fazla dogumdan dolayr kadin 6liimleri diinya
genelinin ¢ok tizerindedir.

Bir baska sorun da, kizlarin ¢ok kiigiik yagta
evlendirilmesidir. Ancak bu uygulamanin en biiyiik sebebi,
ergenlik ¢agina gelen kizlarin BM ve Bangladeg’in
kontroliindeki kamplardan kacgirilmalaridir.

Arakanh miiltecilerin ¢ok ¢ocuga sahip olmak istemelerinin
bir baska nedeni ise niifuslarinin artmasini saglamaktir.
Ancak, sagliksiz sartlarda dogan ve biiytiyen ¢ocuklarin
¢ogu, heniiz 7 yagina gelmeden hayatini kaybetmektedir.

Banglades’in Cox’s Bazaar sehrindeki Teknaf sinir boyunca
kamplara yaptigimiz ziyarette onbinlerce miltecinin yagam
miicadelesi verdigi tesbit edilmistir. Miilteci kamplarinda
cogu 10-14 kisilik aileler, en biiyiigii 20—25 m? olan derme
catma barakalarda yasamaktadir.

Kamplarda yagli insan ise neredeyse hi¢c bulunmamaktadir.
Ginkii insanlar aglik ya da basit hastaliklar sebebiyle
yagamlarini genc yasta yitirmektedir. Yetersiz beslenme ve
sagliksiz ¢evre kogullar1 nedeniyle olugan hastaliklara sadece
cocuklarda degil, yetigskin insanlarda da oldukga sik
rastlanmaktadir. Kamplarda aglik sebebiyle gerceklesen
oliumlerin de sikca goriilmesi, bolgede yasam kosullarinin
ne kadar zor oldugunu gozler 6niine sermektedir.

Sagliksiz kogullarda yagam miicadelesi veren Arakanli
Miisliimanlar, yeme, igme, barinma, egitim, saglik ve yagam
haklarinin yanisira geleceklerinin ne olacagini, ne zamana
kadar bu kamplarda yasayacaklarini bilmemektedir.

Banglades devleti kamplarda iyilestirme yapilmasina izin
vermemektedir. Bu kamplardaki hayat sartlarinin
iyilegtirilmesi durumunda Myanmar’daki Arakanh
Miisliimanlarin kendi yerlerini birakip Bangladeg’e
gegmesinden endise edilmektedir. Bu mantikla kamp yagami
dayanilmaz hale getirilmekte ve gelen miiltecilerin geri
donmesi, yeni go¢ edecek olanlarin Banglades’i tercih
etmemesi amaclanmaktadir.

Gerek Myanmar, gerekse Banglades tarafinda kaybolan
kiiciik erkek ¢ocuklari ile kagirilan geng kizlar bir daha
bulunamamaktadir. Kizlar fuhus ¢etelerinin, erkek cocuklart
ise organ mafyasinin kagirdigi tahmin edilmektedir. Bu
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camps are improved. With such a mentality, life in the
camps is turned to be unbearable; thereby it is aimed
that current refugees go back to their lands and potential

refugees do not prefer Bangladesh.

Both in Myanmar and Bangladesh sides, little boys lost
and young girls kidnapped can never be found. It is
supposed that girls are kidnapped by prostitution gangs
and boys by organ mafias. The thing strengthening this
possibility is that the number of people going to countries
such as Thailand, China and India for organ
transplantation and operations of kidney transplantation
in these countries are very cheap and popular. In
addition, emerged as a consequence of unhealthy
environmental conditions are seen quite frequently not
only in children but also in adults. That starvation is
also observed frequently in the camps shows how difficult

living conditions are in the region.

Arakani Muslims that struggle to live under unhealthy
conditions have no idea about their future and rights
to food and nutrition, sheltering, education, health, life
and about until when they continue to live in these
camps.

Bangladeshi government does not allow improvement
in the camps. They are anxious about that Arakani
Muslims in Myanmar would come to Bangladesh by
leaving their own lands if living conditions in these
camps are improved. With such a mentality, life in the
camps is turned to be unbearable; thereby it is aimed
that current refugees go back to their lands and potential

refugees do not prefer Bangladesh.

Both in Myanmar and Bangladesh sides, little boys lost
and young girls kidnapped can never be found. It is
supposed that girls are kidnapped by prostitution gangs
and boys by organ mafias. The thing strengthening this
possibility is that the number of people going to countries
such as Thailand, China and India for organ
transplantation and operations of kidney transplantation
in these countries are very cheap and popular. In
addition, there is a rumour that Israel is interested in
transplantation also in this region as in the case of other

countries having refugee problem.

There is an almost common complaint among the people
regarding diseases that are frequently seen due to rain
and moisture caused by continuous rainfall. People
become ill because of walking barefoot generally as a
consequence of poverty. Pneumonia is considered as a
normal illness by refugees that have to work seminude

under rain in paddy fields —the only means of livelihood



ithtimali giiglendiren ise Tayland, Cin ve Hindistan gibi
cevre iilkelere organ nakli icin gidenlerin sayisinin fazlalig:
ve bobrek nakli ameliyatlarinin bu iilkelerde hem ¢ok ucuz
hem de ¢ok revagta olmasidir. Ayrica diinyanin diger miilteci
sorunu olan iilkelerinde oldugu gibi Israil’in bu bslgede
de organ nakli ile ilgilendigi duyumlar1 alinmaktadir.
Stirekli yagig alan bir bolge oldugu i¢in yagmur ve nemden
dolay1 sikca gorilen hastaliklar hemen hemen herkesin
ortak gikdyetidir. Yoksulluk sebebiyle oldukga yaygin olarak
goriilen yalin ayakla yiiriime sebebiyle olugan hastaliklar
bulunmaktadir. Bolgedeki tek gecim kaynag piring ekimi
icin olusturulan geltik tarlalarinda yari ¢iplak ve yagmur
altinda calismak zorunda kalan miilteciler igin zatiirre
normal kargilanan bir hastalik durumundadir. Ayrica, vahsi
hayvanlarin saldirmalari ve bécek sokmast sonucu hayatint
kaybedenlerin sayisi azimsanmayacak seviyededir.

Kisacasi, Bangladeg’te miilteci ya da kagak gé¢men olarak
bulunan 1.5 milyon insan, Myanmar yonetiminin acimasiz
politikalar1 ve bagta BM olmak tizere, diinyada adalet ve
huzurun teminati oldugu iddiasindaki kurum ve devletlerin
duyarsizlig1 sebebi ile, yagam ile 6liim arasindaki ince cizgide

hayatlarina devam etmektedirler.

in the region. Apart from this, number of people killed
as a result of attacks of wild animals and insect sting is

at a considerable degree.

In brief, 1.5 million people found as refugees or illegal
migrants in Bangladesh continue their life on the thin
line between life and death because of merciless policies
of Myanmarese government and indifference of
institutions and governments -first and foremost the
UN- that claim to be the guarantor of justice and peace

in the world.
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oneriler

suggestions

e Arakan’da yasanan siireg, uluslararasi medyanin ve

kiiresel giiglerin yaklagimiyla ele alinmamaly, siirecin
arkasinda yatan asil sebepler irdelenmelidir. Sahip oldugu
potansiyelle, bagta ABD, Ingiltere ve Cin olmak tizere,
diinya siyasetine yon veren devletlerin, Arakan ve
Myanmar iizerinden planlar yaptigi unutulmamalidir.
Yiizlerce yildir birarada yagayan Miisliiman ve Budist
unsurlarin, bugiin Ingiltere’nin basini cektigi bir
komployla ¢gatigmanin ortasina atildig gériilmeli ve bu

oyunu bozacak politikalar geligtirilmelidir.

Arakan’da yasanan sorunun uluslararas: platforma
taginmasi icin Tiirkiye Hiktimeti gerekli girigimlerde
bulunmali ve bu konuda BM acilen toplantiya cagrilarak,

kinayict ve 6nleyici bir karar ¢cikmasi saglanmalidir.
Islam Isbirligi Teskilat1 acil olarak toplanmali, tiye

tilkeler orgiitlenerek soruna iligkin birlikte ve biitiinctl

bir tepkiyle karar alinmasi saglanmalidur.

e Tiirkiye’nin Dasisleri Bakanligi kanaliyla bolgede agmus

oldugu siyasi ve insani koridorun devamlilig: saglanmals;
ozellikle TIKA, Kizilay gibi kurumlarin Myanmar /
Arakan bélgesine iligkin faaliyetleri kalici hale
getirilmelidir. Zira bu ¢aligmalar Arakan’da giivenli bir

ortamin olugmasina katki saglayacaktir.
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Process in Arakan should not be dealt with approaches
of international media and global powers, the real
reasons behind the situation should be investigated.
It should not be forgotten that states dominating
world politics -first the USA, the UK and China-
with their potential make plans over Arakan and
Myanmar. It must be noticed that today Muslims
and Buddhists coexisted for centuries are being
hurled into the middle of conflicts by a UK-led
compass and policies should be developed in order

to spoil the game.

The Turkish government should take necessary
initiatives in order to bring up the situation in
Arakan on the agenda of an international platform
and it must be ensured that a preventive and
condemnatory decision is made by calling the UN

for a meeting on short notice regarding this.

The OIC (Organisation of Islamic Cooperation)
should convene urgently and it should be ensured
that a decision is made together with an integrated
reaction related to the problem by organizing all

member countries.

Political and humanitarian relations that have been
established by the means of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Turkey should be ensured to continue;
the activities of institutions especially such as TIKA
and Red Crescent must be made permanent in
Myanmar / Arakan region. These activities shall
contribute to formation of a safe environment in

Arakan.



Egitim ¢agindaki Arakanl genglerin Tiirkiye’de ve
diinyanin farkh tlkelerinde egitim almalari saglanmals,
egitimini tamamlayan bu genclerin tlkelerine geri
donerek Arakan halkina hizmet etmesi hedeflenmelidir.

Uluslararasi alanda galisma yapan insan haklan érgiitleriyle
diyaloga gecilerek bu konuya iligkin aktif rol almalar:
saglanmalidir.

Uluslararasi yardimlarin Arakan bélgesine yonlendirilerek
Arakan digindaki miilteci kamplarinin yavas yavas
kaldinlmas: saglanmalidir.

Oncelikle miilteci akin1 durdurulmal, sonrasinda geri
dontigler saglanmalidir. ZirdA Myanmar ydnetimi
Arakan’da uyguladig: politikalarla bolgedeki Msliiman
niifusu tasfiye etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Miilteci akininin
durdurulmasindan ve geri doniiglerin saglanmasindan
sonra, miltecilerin bulunduklar: tilkelerdeki yasam
sartlarinin iyilestirilmesi hedeflenmelidir.

Arakan gibi farkli etnik ve dini azinliklarin bulundugu
sorunlu bélgelere yonelik stratejik caligmalar yapilmaly;
bu meyanda yazar, akademisyen, aktivist ve sanatgilardan
olusan sivil ¢aligma gruplar olusturulmali ve bu gruplarin
bolgedeki sivil olugsumlarla diyaloga gecerek sorunun
¢oziimine katki saglayacak caligmalar yapmalar
desteklenmelidir.

Budistlerin Nobel Barig Odiilii sahibi dini lideri Dalai
Lama Tenzin Gyatso ve bir bagka Nobel Barig Odiilii
sahibi Myanmarl kadin disiintir-aktivist Aung San
Suu Kyi basta olmak tizere, Budist diinyasinin
onderleriyle diyaloglar kurulmali ve onlarin bu meseleye
duyarli olmalari saglanmalidir.

Arakan gibi yagam hakkini tehdit eden siyasi sorunlarin
yasandig1 bolgelere yonelik insani yardim ¢aligmalar
siyasi, hukuki ve giivenlik merkezli olmalidir. Bu
noktadan hareketle tarihsel deneyimleri referans alan ve
Myanmar yonetiminin baskici politikalarini engelleyecek,
etkin, kusatici, kalicy, stratejik ¢oztimler geligtirilmelidir.

The problem should be kept on the world’s agenda
by organizing international symposia and conferences
about Arakan and be investigated in its different

aspects.

Young Arakanis at the age of education should be
provided education in Turkey and different countries
of the world; it should be aimed at that these young
people return back to their country and serve Arakani

community when they finish their education.

By establishing contact with international human
rights organizations, it should be ensured that they

take active role regarding this issue.

Refugee camps outside of Arakan should be ensured
to be closed down gradually by directing international

humanitarian aid toward Arakan region.
f=}

First of all, refugee outflows should be stopped and
then refugees should be ensured to return back.
The reason for this is that Myanmarese government
aims at evacuating Muslim population in the region
through policies implemented in Arakan. After
refugee outflows are stopped and they are ensured
to return back, it should be aimed at improving
living conditions in the countries where refugees

live.

e Strategical activities should be carried out for problem

regions like Arakan in which various ethnic and
religious minorities live; in this context, civilian
working groups including writers, academicians,
activists and artists should be formed. Activities of
such groups should be supported in relation to their
making contribution to the solution of the problem

by contacting civil organizations in the region.

e Dialogues should be established with the outstanding

personalities of the Buddhist world firstly such as
Nobelist Buddhist religious leader Dalai L.ama and
another Nobelist Myanmarese female thinker-
activist Aung San Suu Kyi; it should be ensured
that they become aware toward the issue.

e Humanitarian relief activities for regions like Arakan,

in which there are political problems threatening
right to life, should be political, legal and security
oriented. Departing from that, should be developed
effective, comprehensive, permanent and strategical
solutions that are based on historical experience and
able to prevent oppressive policies of Myanmarese

government.
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